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SUB J : PRESIDENT LAMIZANA'S INDEPENDENCE DAY 
ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

REF: OUAGA 3078 

1. SUMMARY: PRESIDENT LAMIZANA'S INDEPENDENCE DAY 
MESSAGE TO THE NATION CALLED ON ALL VOLTANS TO WORK 
TOGETHER THROUGH THE CHANNEL OF THE NATIONAL RENEWAL 
MOVEMENT TO SAFEGUARD THEIR DIGNITY IN PEACE, HARMONY, 
BROTHERHOOD AND NATIONAL UNITY. HE CONFIRMED THE ABOLITION 
OF THE PATRIOTIC TAX AND ANNOUNCED WAGE INCREASES TO 
BECOME EFFECTIVE JAN 1, 1976. END SUMMARY. 
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2. PRESIDENT LAMIZANA BEGAN HIS ADDRESS ON A 
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SOMBER NOTE, REMINDING THE VOLTANS THAT 
CONDITIONS DID NOT LEND THEMSELVES TO 
CELEBRATING THE FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
INDEPENDENCE IN CAREFREE GAITEY. HE UNDER- 
LINED THIS POINT BY STRESSING THAT POOR 
COUNTRIES, LIKE UPPER VOLTA, FOUND 
THEIR NORMALLY DIFFICULT SITUATION COMPOUNDED 
BY INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE MONETARY 
CRISES AND INFLATION. HE PROMISED THAT UPPER 
VOLTA WOULD CONTINUE TO EXERT A POSITIVE 
INFLUENCE WITHIN THE THIRD WORLD CIRCLES 
TO PRESS TO ACHIEVE A MORE EQUITABLE WORLD 
ECONOMIC ORDER. 

3. TURNING TO MORE PRESSING DOMESTIC CONCERNS, 

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE NON-RENWAL OF THE 
PATRIOTIC TAX WOULD IN ITSELF SERVE TO EASE 
THE COST OF LIVING BURDEN SINCE IT WILL AMOUNT 
TO AN APPROXIMATE 9 PER CENT REESTABLISH- 
MENT OF PURCHASING POWER. HE ALSO PROMSIED A READJUST- 
MENT OF CIVIL SERVICE SALARIES AT THE BEGINNING 

OF THE YEAR WHICH WILL RESULT IN A 14 PER CENT 
INCREASE FOR THE LOWEST PAID CIVIL SERVANTS. 

HE ALSO PROMSIED THAT THE MINIMUM WAGE WOULD BE RAISED 
FROM 47 TO 58.50 CFA, AN INCREASE OF 25 PER CENT. 

4. PRESIDENT LAMIZANA ALSO OUTLINED IN DETAIL 
THE EFFORTS OF HIS GOVERNMENT IN THE ECONOMIC, 

COMMERCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AREAS AS WELL AS 
RECENT ATEEMPTS TO IMPROVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
OF THE COUNTRY. 

5. HE CONCLUDED THAT THE INTENTION OF 

THE NATIONAL RENEWAL MOVEMENT LAUNCHED ON 
NOV 19, 1975 (OUAGA 3018) WAS TO DIRECT THE 
VARIOUS ENERGIES AND ABILITIES OF EVERY VOLT AN 
FOR THE ULTIMATE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY, AND 
URGED ALL VOLTANS TO COOPERATE. IT WAS IN 
THIS SPIRIT THAT HE ANNOUNCED AMNESTY FOR 
PERSONS IMPLICATED IN THE AUGUST 1967 PLOT. 
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6. COMMENT: THE GENERAL REACTION TO THE 
SPEECH APPEARS TO BE POSITIVE. THE WAGE 
INCREASE, ALTHOUGH LESS THAN THE UNIONS 
DEMANDED, AND THE REPEAL OF THE PATRIOTIC 
TAX, SHOULD SERVE TO DIFFUSE THE UNION'S 
EFFORTS TO HOLD A GENERAL STRIKE ON NOV 17 AND 18. 
GRAHAM 
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